
My Fruit Surprise Story   
Week beginning 22.06.20 
This week, continuing on the theme of scrumdiddlyumptious fruit, we will be writing our own version of “Handa’s Surprise”. You may have this 
book at home or you could watch this read aloud.The children featured in this book are from the Luo tribe of south-west Kenya. Where will your 
story take place? I know lots of you have been enjoying walks and cycle rides through newly discovered paths, into wooded areas and through 
open fields, encountering a variety of countryside animals and birds along the way. You may like to use these excursions to inspire your story 
setting. You may like to write your story as a picture book. Have a look at the writing video for a quick reminder on how to make these.  Once you 
have written & illustrated your stories -  I’d love to see them. Please do send me a photo to rowan@north-leigh.oxon.sch.uk and I will give write 
you an encouraging message back .         

 Planning Read / Watch Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne a few times?  Read aloud with text to follow  
 
Look at the story structure: Handa collecting the fruit for her friend, setting off on her long walk,  
wondering which fruit her friend will enjoy, a different animal coming to steal the fruit without her  
noticing until her basket is empty and then re-filled with tangerines when a goat stampedes a  
tangerine tree. When Handa arrives at her friend Akeyo’s house they are both surprised by what  
they find and finally laugh together as they enjoy the fruit.    
 
Now use the planning sheet below (or something similar) to help you gather your ideas together for your own version of this story.  

Drafting  
 

Now you are ready to create your first draft. 
Here’s some story writing tips to help you do a good job: 

1. Write in the past tense  (chose, strolled, wandered, swiped)  
2. Write in the 3rd person – give your main character a name (you are not in this story) 
3. Use expanded noun phrases to describe the fruit (round juicy orange, sweet-smelling guava) 
4. Use interesting verbs to describe your character’s journey (noticed eagerly, sauntered happily, whistled with contentment) 
5. Sequence your story / passing of time with adverbials of time (whilst, in the meantime, suddenly, when, eventually, at last)  
6. What do your two characters say to one another when they meet at the end of the story? Use inverted commas round 

what they say.   

Editing Re-read your writing aloud – slowly and carefully - you might like to use a different colour pen like we do in class. 
1. Punctuation: Have you remembered all your full stops and capital letters?  

                         Have you used inverted commas only round what the characters say? 
                         Can you hear where you need commas?  
                         Have you used a ? at the end of a rhetorical question (Will she like the spiky-leaved pineapple?) 
                         

 

 

  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XyIV_xYi0as
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJdPlMebjAw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/z3nfw6f


My Fruit Surprise Story   
        2.   Spelling: Here’s an online dictionary to help you  

(Not every word has to be spelt correctly but you do need to think about the ones it’s possible for you to be getting correct, 
especially if you can copy it from the book or in the word lists below) 
 

2. Improving: Look back at the list of story writing top tips.  
                     Could you improve some of your verb choices? Have you repeated yourself?  
                     Have you used expanded noun phrases to describe the fruit? 
                     Can you include a few more adverbs to describe the how                  

Publishing 
 

Now – how would you like to publish your edited story? You may like to write it on one page with an illustrated border or in a series 
of animated boxes. You may like turn your story into to a picture book. Grab a piece of plain A4 / A3 paper and a pair of scissors and 
follow my How to … section on the writing video (near the end).  I hope you have fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adverbs to describe movement: 

energetically 

gracefully 

jerkily 

lazily 

hastily 

eagerly 

frantically 

quickly 

slowly 

 

Adverbs to describe feelings: 

cautiously 

carelessly 

deliberately 

wilfully 

sneakily 

defiantly 

foolishly 

irritably 

gladly 

 

 

 

Adverbs / conjunctions to express time: 

before 

later 

often 

whilst 

when 

in the meantime 

yet 

constantly 

repeatedly 

eventually 

suddenly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/
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Planning Time – chat through your ideas with someone at home and use illustration and/or some key words to map out your story ideas  

Who? 
Character 

Where? 
Setting 

When? 
 

How? 

Who is your main 
character? 

 

Who will they go to 
visit? 

Where does your 
story take place? 
Busy city? Market 

place? Park? Country 
lanes / fields? 

 

What will they see 
on their journey? 

 
 
 

What time of day do 
they travel? 

Early morning? In the 
heat of the day? At 

dusk when nocturnal 
animals are starting 

their day?   

What’s the weather 
like?  

How does the 
weather impact 

what your character 
can see? hear? 

smell? feel about 
their journey?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

How will they travel 
to see their friend?  
Walk? Cycle? Scooter? 

What will they carry 
the fruit in?  

Bag for Life? Ruck 
sack? Cycle basket? 

What? 
Which fruits will your character choose to take?  
Choose 6 and describe each with two adjectives. 

Problem  
Thinking about your setting and the time of day you are travelling,  

how will each fruit disappear from the bag? 

Story resolution 
How does your story end?  

  
 

 

Is there a hole in the bag? 
What sort of animals / birds might your character pass on their 
journey? Do they steal / drop the fruit? 

How will the two 
friends greet one 
another? 

What fruit or other 
“surprise” will your 
character discover 
when they open the 
bag?  
 
 
How did it get there? 

How will your 
character and her 
friend react to what 
they find in the bag? 

  

  

 


